
Since last fall, the Friends of 

Wacouta have undertaken nu-

merous projects to beautify the 

area and preserve wildlife while 

educating the residents and 

visitors to the Rattlesnake 

Bluff Trail.  

During the past months we 

have conducted controlled 

burns, planted new trees, 

shrubs, and flowers, installed 

wood duck and bluebird 

houses, sponsored a Wood 

duck Society speaker and a trail 

walk with Bruce Ause. We 

hope you enjoy the updates 

and photos in this edition.  

Digital versions are available 

and make it easy to forward to 

family and friends. Please send 

you email address to Jill 

Mehkrens at wacou-

ta31@gmail.com if you would 

like to receive the newsletter 

via email. Also, check out our 

page on the wacoutatown-

ship.org web site. 

Since Our Last Newsletter ! 

incubating the clutch. About 21 days 

later, the ducklings all hatch during a 24 

hour period. Sometime the next morn-

ing, the ducklings are called out by the 

hen on what is known as ôjump dayõ.  

To learn more, check out a link at 

www.woodducksociety.com  

We want to thank Joe Haley, Mark War-

rington, and Bob Braschler for their 

help with the installation.  

Our New Residents: Wood Ducks and Bluebirds 
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Following the motto, òIf we build 

it, they will comeó, has proven to 

be true not only for the trail, but 

also for our feathered friends along 

its route.   

This spring we were able to install 

10 wood duck houses and numer-

ous bluebird houses along the trail. 

The wood duck houses, built by 

Red Wing High School students, 

were placed at the small pond be-

low the trail overlook and on Wa-

couta Pond in mid-March. It wasnõt 

long before we saw wood ducks 

and mergansers on the ponds and 

as of May, we know at least one 

clutch has hatched and another hen 

is incubating a 2nd clutch.  

As we learned from Lyle Bradley of 

the Wood Duck Society, wood 

ducks lay one egg per day until they 

Wood Duck 

 Nest (right) 

Bruce Ause installed several 

Bluebird houses along the 

trail, and during our trail walk 

on May 2nd, we were able to 

see the bluebird chicks in the 

house near the town hall.  

Within 10 days, those babies 

had left the nest. Bruce was 

able to clean out the nest and 

in June there was a second 

brood in the nest.  

Bluebird chicks (above) 

May 2nd Bird Walk with Bruce 



Controlled Burning 

Last fall and this spring we 

conducted controlled burns on 

sections of the trail along Lake-

view Avenue and Wacouta 

Road.  There are multiple 

benefits realized from a burn. 

The prairie improves greatly 

when it is burned as burning 

gets rid of weeds, nutrients are 

recycled, and seed germination 

is aided by exposing soil to the 

sun earlier in the year.  

We have seen improvement in 

the areas we burned, but it will 

take multiple burns and we 

expect things will continue to 

improve year to year.  In addi-

tion, we have worked on re-

moving pigweed and thistle 

along Lakeview Avenue. Many 

thanks to those who helped 

with the burns: Bob Braschler, 

Jerry Nelson, Mike McKay, 

Ray Bronson, Dave and Su-

zette McDougal, and Dag 

Knudsen.  

Planting 

In mid-May, we planted over 

100 wildflower plugs along 

Wacouta Road and Lakeview 

Avenue west of the T.  Varie-

ties planted included: Rattle-

snake Master, New England 

Aster, Sky Blue Aster, Butterfly 

Milkweed, Hoary Vervain, 

Wild Lupine. We also added 25 

Balsam Fir and 25 Dogwood 

along the trail this spring. Our 

goal is to continue to grow the 

bird and wildlife habitat along 

the trail.  

Thanks to our planting crew: 

Mary Nappin, Pat Friedrich, 

Jerry Nelson and Bob Bra-

schler, and Lucy Poss.  

Test area 

Last summer, an area at the 

end of Lakeview Avenue was 

weeded and not mowed. This 

spring we have seen the bene-

fits with the emergence of nu-

merous wildflowers, including 

Jack in the Pulpit, Wild Gera-

nium, ferns, Solomonõs Seal, 

Wild Violets, and Nodding 

Trillium..   

Maintaining the Flowers and Grasses on the Trail 

Off  Trail  
We wanted to share some photos of the bald eagles and pelicans in the area. The 

eagle nest is located on Frontenac State Park land down river. Thanks to Steve 

and Sue Betcher for the photos.  

The pelicans were off the island just below the head of Lake Pepin last fall.  
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Spring Burn 

Planting Balsam Firs 


